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A. Objective and scope 
The purpose of this standard is to define the general standards of packing and to ensure that all items received 
from suppliers, local and worldwide, adhere to uniform packaging and labeling requirements. This will ensure the 
safe transport of goods, compliance with regulations, and ease of handling during loading, unloading, storage, 
and inspection processes.  

 

B. General Requirements 
For all the types of packages and items, supplier should follow these general requirements: 

Protection and Safety: 

• All packaging must ensure that the items (and the packing itself) are protected from damage, falling, 
moisture, and corrosion during transit and storage. 

• Use appropriate packaging and filling materials to prevent damage (see section “D”). 

Pallet Weight and Dimensions: 

• Goods must be delivered on European standard pallets (EUR-pallet or EPAL) or equivalent, with 
dimensions of 1200mm x 800mm, and they should not exceed these dimensions. 

 

  

• The “half” standard pallet (EUR-6 or EPAL-6), with dimensions of 600mm x 800mm, is accepted if 
necessary. 

• The pallet must permit the handling with standard, electrical and manual forklifts: the free height from 
the ground should be enough (min. 100mm) and no crosspieces are admitted on 800mm side. 

• Maximum package height, including the pallet, should not exceed 950 mm (preferred: up to 550 mm). 
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• The total gross weight of each pallet should not exceed 900 kg. 
• For big or heavy items, that cannot meet these requirements, or for other needs, an alternative package 

must be agreed with BRIST, following these guidelines. 

Handling and stackability: 

• Packaging should be designed for efficient stacking and handling. Goods must be secured using collars, 
stretch or shrink wrap, and strapping. 

• Pallets should be stable and not exceed safe stacking heights and pallet dimensions. 
• If the packages are not stackable, this must be indicated (see section “E”) 

Environmental: 

• Use environmentally friendly and recyclable materials where possible. 
• Avoid the use of unnecessary packaging to reduce waste. 

Content of package: 

• Pallet should contain only 1 type of item; different ones should be divided on different pallets. 
• “Mixed packages” are not accepted, sorting operations will be charged to supplier (see section “F”). 
• If it will be necessary to put different items on the same pallet, they must not be overlapped or mixed, 

the package should be divided internally (with some material, see section “D”), in order to make feasible 
the handling and the picking of each different item. 

 

C. Types of Packaging 

Pallet with collars: 

It’s the preferred solution, it should be chosen whenever possible. It’s a combination of an EUR-pallet (or EUR-
6), wooden collars (20 mm thick and 200 mm high) and a wooden cover.  
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• Should be tightened to prevent material drops (e.g.: metal or plastic strapping bands). 
• Should be protected from rain/moisture with external stretch film (and/or VCI inside if the material can 

rust, especially for sea transport - see section “D”). Rust items will be subject of non-conformities and 
penalties (see section “F”). 

• The overlapping layers inside should be divided with wood/carton (see section “D”). 
• The wooden cover strengthens the packaging and can make it stackable, distributing the weight on a 

bigger surface. 
• The pallet and collars must not be damaged or bent, in every part of them, this should be checked before 

shipping. 
• It should be chosen for transport multiple carton boxes, or other kinds of primary/secondary package, on 

same pallet (See section “Small packages” for details). 
• This solution is re-usable (environmentally friendly, avoiding waste), modular, and eases the handling of 

the items inside for both packing (supplier) and picking (customer) operations. 

Carton Box: 

It’s a combination of an EUR-pallet (or EUR-6), a carton box, and its wooden or carton reinforcements. 

 

• The box should be made of triple wall cardboard. 
• Should be tightened to prevent material drops (e.g.: plastic strapping bands), edge protectors are 

recommended. 
• Should not be chosen for sea transport, and avoided the handling under the rain. Appropriate labels and 

symbols should be used (see section “E”) and box can be protected from rain/moisture. If chosen, it is 
full supplier responsibility (see section “F”). 

• VCI should be used if the material can rust (see section “D”). Rust items will be subject of non-
conformities and penalties (see section “F”). 

• The overlapping layers inside should be correctly divided (see section “D”). 
• The wooden/carton reinforcements strengthen the packaging and can make it stackable; the carton box 

weight capacity should be min. 500 Kg. 
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• The pallet and box must not be damaged or bent, in every part of them, this should be checked before 
shipping. 

• It can be chosen for transport multiple carton boxes, or other kinds of primary/secondary package, on 
same pallet (See section “Small packages” for details). 

• It should be chosen only if strictly necessary, it can make it difficult the handling of goods inside for both 
packing (supplier) and picking (customer) operations. 

• The carton box should be recyclable and the pallet re-usable (environmentally friendly, avoiding waste). 

Wooden Crate:  

It’s a crate made of wood, with an EUR-pallet (or EUR-6), or equivalent, as base. It can be chosen for big or heavy 
items. 

 

• Should be tightened to prevent material drops and to reinforce the package (e.g.: metal or plastic 
strapping bands). 

• VCI should be used if the material can rust (see section “D”). Rust items will be subject of non-
conformities and penalties (see section “F”). 

• The overlapping layers inside should be correctly divided (see section “D”). 
• A wooden cover strengthens the packaging and can make it stackable, distributing the weight on a bigger 

surface. 
• Don’t use plywood for the structure (see section “D”). 
• The crate must not be damaged or bent, in every part of it, this should be checked before shipping. 
• It should be chosen only if strictly necessary, it makes it difficult the handling of goods inside for both 

packing (supplier) and picking (customer) operations. 
• If bigger dimensions are needed, for big and heavy items that cannot fit the standard EUR-pallet size, the 

packaging must be agreed with Brist. 
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Metal Box/Pallet/Rack:  

For special purposes (depending on the geometry, length or weight of the goods) it is possible to choose, subject 
to Brist's approval, a pallet, a box or a metal rack. 

  

• Should be stackable (and modular if possible and applicable). 
• Should be tightened to prevent material drops (e.g.: metal or plastic strapping bands).  
• Countermeasures must be taken to prevent the slipping of the goods, especially if there is oil on the 

surfaces. 
• VCI should be used if the material can rust (see section “D”). Rust items will be subject of non-

conformities and penalties (see section “F”). Even the rusting of the packaging should be prevented (e.g.: 
paint). 

• The overlapping layers inside should be divided with wood/carton (see section “D”). 
• The clearance of the ground must be min. 100mm, no crosspieces admitted. 
• An analysis of the weight capacity should be done, supplier is responsible for the whole packaging (see 

section “F”). 
• The package must not be damaged or bent, in every part of it, this should be checked before shipping. 
• The handling of any single item inside and of the packaging has to be permitted and eased, without any 

safety risk. 

Small packages:  

Small and light packages, that can be handled by hand, are permitted following the requirements below. For 
bigger and heavier ones, EUR-6 pallet (or EUR) must be used.  

These requirements also apply to primary and/or secondary packaging. In this case, the boxes must be packed 
in one of the previously proposed solutions. 
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• Maximum gross weight: 15 kg. 
• Filling and protective materials should be used, even VCI if the material can rust (see section “D”). 
• Maximum dimensions: 610 x 460 x h510 mm. 
• The box should be made of double wall cardboard. 
• The package and the filling material should be recyclable (environmentally friendly). 

 

D. Protective and Supportive Materials 
To avoid damage, rust, falling of the goods and to ensure safety and ease of handling, it is necessary to use 
protective and supportive materials, in compliance with European regulations and with environmental care. For 
what is not in line with the following requirement, supplier will be subject of non-conformities and penalties (see 
section “F”) 

• VCI (Volatile Corrosion Inhibitor) bags and paper should be used if the material can rust, especially for 
sea shipments. Paper should be put in every layer and bags must be well closed. Desiccants can be used 
if needed. They should be sustainable and disposal information should be provided.  

• Bubble wrap can be used to avoid collision of the goods and as filling material to prevent the goods from 
moving during transport. 

• Stretch or shrink film can protect from rain and moisture and can improve the stability of the packaging. 
• Metal or plastic strapping bands improve the stability of the packaging, they should be correctly tightened 

but don’t have to damage the goods. Edge protectors are recommended if the bands can damage the 
package or the items. 

• Divisors should be used to divide, protect and avoid the movement of the goods. Verticals can be 
necessary to make feasible the handling and the sorting of different items, horizontals should be used to 
create layers. They can be made of various materials (plastic, cardboard, wood, polystyrene, …) 
depending on the purpose of their use. It’s recommended to use recyclable and sustainable ones, and to 
be compliant with EU regulations. 
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• The equivalent EUR-pallet must be strong enough to bear the weight and the various handling and 
transport operations (dynamic load capacity: 1500kg). Use boards of quality timber (e.g. spruce, pine), 
strong nails, and woodchip or solid wood blocks. Don’t use plywood. The choice of not using an EUR-
pallet, but an equivalent one, is supplier responsibility. 

• Collars must be made of dried solid wood (e.g. spruce, pine) with height 200mm and thickness 20mm. 
They are re-usable, foldable and modular, thanks to the special hinges (usually riveted and made of 
galvanized steel). For this reason, the hinges must not be damaged or bent. 

• Don’t use plywood for the structure of the package. It can be used to reinforce and cover it, but it should 
be strong enough to prevent the goods from breaking through it during transport and handling operations.   

• The carton of the package must bear the weight and the shape of the goods and the various handling and 
transport operations. It should be at least in triple wall cardboard for structural use, and in double wall 
cardboard for small primary/secondary packages and divisors. 

• Threads, gears, machined areas, and damageable items must be well protected during transport. 
Dedicated covers (e.g. protective mesh sleeves), cases, and/or filling material should be used. Penalties 
will be applied for damaged goods. 

• Internal structural packaging design can be a good solution to avoid any issue or damage during transport. 
• Oils and chemicals can be used to prevent rusting of items, but they must be compliant with European 

regulations and be as sustainable as possible. Hazard substances that can affect human health or the 
environment are forbidden. For additional references see section “G”. 
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E. Labelling 
The labels are considered an integral part of the packaging, a wrong or missing labelling could cause critical 
issues. The supplier is responsible even for the labels, any damage, non-conformity, of additional job (e.g. 
handling, sorting), caused by wrong or missing labelling, will be subject to penalties (see section “F”). The below 
requirement should be followed: 

• Each package should be labelled. 
• If there is a secondary/tertiary package including other packages, this should also be labelled indicating 

the total quantity present in the whole package. 
• The content of the label on the main packaging should be:  

 Brist’s Part Number 
 Quantity 
 Gross Weight 
 Net Weight 

• Any useful additional information, if needed, can be included 
(e.g. purchase order, product description, cross reference, …) 

• Warning labels should be added if the package requires them, 
especially about non-stackable, moisture sensitive and fragile 
ones. For the non-stackable packaging a more visible solution 
can be adopted (e.g. adding warning carton cones on the top).    

• GHS hazard pictograms must be attached as warning if the goods or the materials can be dangerous for 
the health or the environment (For additional references see section “G”). 

• To ease the recycling and to avoid incorrect disposal of all the materials used for the packing, waste 
disposing information should be attached on the packaging. 

 

F. Non-conformity and Penalties 
• Any items not meeting the packaging and labelling requirements may be subject to penalties, rejection, 

or additional charges for rework, handling or sorting. 
• Suppliers are encouraged to perform a pre-shipment inspection to avoid non-conformities. 
• The supplier is responsible for the whole packaging and for the condition of the goods. 

 

G. Additional References 
For additional information or clarification, supplier can refer to below documents: 

• EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) 
• Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 (CLP) 
• Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 (REACH) 
• CEN and ISO Packaging Standards 

 

 


